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Issue No. 1 of 14 January 2010  

 

 Appellate Body rules in China – Publications on the use of GATT Article XX as a defence outside the 

GATT 

 The EU initials an agreement which ends the banana dispute 

 EU Commission, EU Parliament, consumers and food industry divided on changes to EU food 

labelling rules 

 China and the US reach an agreement in relation to the ‘famous brands subsidies’ dispute 

Issue No. 2 of 29 January 2010  

 

 The imposition of quality standards for imported fruits and vegetables 

 The WTO established a panel to rule on Philippines – Taxes on distilled spirits 

 The future of sustainable packaging 

 The European Court of Justice clarifies the definition of ‘substantial processing or working’ 

Issue No. 3 of 12 February 2010  

 

 The EU increases its quantity of out-of-quota sugar exports 

 Vietnam requests consultations with US concerning anti-dumping measures on frozen warm-water 

shrimp 

 EU ecolabel: new trade barrier or opportunity for third country operators? 

 China requests consultations concerning EU anti-dumping measures on certain footwear from 

China 

Issue No. 4 of 26 February 2010  
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 The EU Commission proposes a ban on international trade in Atlantic bluefin tuna 

 Revised guidance document on EU food law published 

 China considers ‘Buy China’ policy for governmental investment projects 

Issue No. 5 of 12 March 2010 

 

 The EU Commission gives the green light to a genetically modified potato 

 The US requests the WTO to review India’s export subsidies for textile and apparel 

 Draft Italian legislation on the use of substances other than vitamins and minerals in food 

supplements discussed at EU level 

 The EU and Singapore launch FTA talks 

Issue No. 6 of 26 March 2010 

 

 Brazil issues preliminary list cross-retaliation 

 EU Parliamentary Committee votes not to make colour coding compulsory for nutritional labelling 

 Australia takes a controversial step backwards over beef imports 

 The Court of Justice of the EU rules that minimum retail prices for cigarettes infringe EU law 

Issue No. 7 of 9 April 2010 

 

 Subsidiarity principle as new safeguard measure for GMO approvals in EU Member States? 

 The EU Commission is considering opening an anti-subsidy investigation on Chinese coated fine 

paper 

 The controversy over the imposition of carbon border taxes 

 The US requests the establishment of a WTO panel in the Philippines – Taxes on distilled spirits 

dispute 

Issue No. 8 of 23 April 2010 

 

 Canadian Act on tobacco aimed at youth might constitute a technical barrier to trade 
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 The US expects increased market access for beef in 2012, while EFSA issues guidance on the 

submission of date for AMT proposals 

 China blocks imports of Argentinean soybean oil 

 Export restrictions on certain raw materials are increasingly being imposed by WTO Members 

Issue No. 9 of 7 May 2010 

 

 Draft on the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement made available to the public  

 Discussion between Canada and the EU concerning upcoming EU fuel standards 

 The European Parliament is exercising its right of scrutiny in relation to the approval of the food 

additive ‘bovine and/or porcine thrombin’, also known as ‘meat glue’ 

 Feed-in-tariffs for renewable energy sources and WTO rules 

Issue No. 10 of 21 May 2010 

 

 Malaysia contemplates WTO case against the restriction of palm oil on the EU market 

 The EU and the US express concerns in relation to Japan’s planned postal reform 

 Brazil requests WTO consultations with the EU over seizures of generic drugs in transit 

 Argentina signals import bans of several foods 

Issue No. 11 of 4 June 2010 

 

 Turbulent imports of Indian table grapes into the EU due to public health considerations 

 The negotiations on the special safeguard mechanism in the WTO heat up 

 ECJ judgment on upper safe levels (USLs) for nutrient in food supplements 

 Free trade agreement talks between the EU and the Gulf Cooperation Council were suspended 

Issue No. 12 of 18 June 2010 

 

 The EU Commission contemplates the introduction of a standardised EU-wide energy and carbon 

tax 

 The EU Parliament votes on mandatory country-of-origin labelling for certain foodstuffs 
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 Indonesia requests the establishment of a WTO panel over the US clove cigarette ban 

 The EU Commission unveils the first details of plans to fundamentally reform the approval system 

for GMOs in the EU and its Member States 

Issue No. 13 of 2 July 2010 

 

 The EU bans illegal timber and timber products 

 EU Parliament’s INTA Committee votes on the proposed EU regulation implementing the safeguard 

clause of the EU-Korea FTA 

 EU Commission withdraws proposal for rules on organic wine production 

 Brazil and the US agree on a framework for further negotiations in the wake of the cotton dispute 

Issue No. 14 of 16 July 2010 

 

 In the light of its new competences, the EU Commission publishes the EU investment package 

 Discussions on whether WTO rules should apply to private sector standards in food safety and 

animal health revive 

 Signs of progress in WTO talks on the liberalisation of trade in environmental goods 

 The alleged Argentinean ban on food imports was discussed in the WTO Council for Trade in Goods 

Issue No. 15 of 30 July 2010 

 

 Parmesan cheese and Parma ham on the menu of the EU-Canada trade talks? 

 Ukraine requests WTO consultations against Armenia’s measures affecting the importation and 

internal sale of cigarettes and alcoholic beverages 

 The panel report on the apple dispute between Australia and New Zealand will be released soon 

Issue No. 16 of 10 September 2010 

 

 The WTO dispute on Chinese export restrictions and the question of natural resources as recently 

exposed by the WTO Trade Report 2010 

 

 EU General Court grants an injunction in benefit of Canadian industries and Inuit communities to 

suspend the effects of Regulation (EC) No. 1007/09 on the ban on seal products 
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 Dairy products and meat from cloned animals and their offspring: novel food or monster food? 

Issue No. 17 of 24 September 2010 

 

 Japan requests WTO consultations with Canada on Ontario’s feed-in tariff programme 

 The EU adopts new approach to GMO cultivation 

 Oral statements delivered at the WTO in the US - COOL dispute 

 EU Council authorises signature of the EU-South Korea Free Trade Agreement 

Issue No. 18 of 8 October 2010 

 

 The WTO panel in the dispute US – Poultry Imports from China issued its report 

 The US aims at considering currency undervaluation as a countervailable subsidy 

 The EU Commission plans to ban the addition of sugar to fruit juices 

 The EU and Malaysia launch FTA talks 

Issue No. 19 of 22 October 2010 

 

 Regulations on ‘plain packaging’ of cigarettes: a case of WTO ‘plain inconsistency’? 

 EU Commission plans an ‘omnibus decision’ and reviews the timetable for adoption of the list of 

permitted health claims made on foods 

 Conclusion of the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement negotiations including a compromise on 

geographical indications 

 Canada’s policy on renewable energy is questioned in the context of government procurement 

under the EU-Canada trade talks 

Issue No. 20 of 05 November 2010 

 

 EU Parliament approves country-of-origin markings (‘Made in’) on non-EU goods 

 US Trade Representative accepts petition against Chinese policies on green technologies 

 EU Commission authorises a number of ‘non-Article 13’ health claims (concerning reduction of 

disease risk and children’s development and health) and rejects others 
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 In consideration of technical developments, the EU Commission approves a number of new food 

additives and new uses for previously-approved food additives 

Issue No. 21 of 19 November 2010 

 

 The EU Commission releases its blueprint for an EU trade policy 

 Which risk assessments are being used for the establishment of the EU list of permitted flavouring 

substances? 

 The WTO panel issued its report in the dispute Thailand – customs and fiscal measures on 

cigarettes from the Philippines 

Issue No. 22 of 03 December 2010 

 

 The European Court of Justice argues that ‘pure’ chocolate is ‘pure non-sense’ 

 WTO Members’ notification reveal breaches of the committed levels of agricultural domestic 

support as new export restrictions are adopted 

 The EU bans the chemical Bisphenol A from plastic infant feeding bottles 

 The EU Commission revised its preferential rules of origin for products imported under the GSP 

Issue No. 23 of 17 December 2010 

 

 US Senate approves bill extending subsidies on biodiesel blends and support measures for biodiesel 

production 

 

 Formerly ‘generic’ Dresdner Stollen becomes protected geographical indication in the EU 

 

 The EU agrees to amend its customs legislation to settle the WTO dispute with India over the 

seizure of generic drugs in transit 

 

 The EU Council reached political agreement on a draft regulation on food information to consumers 

 

 

 


