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Issue No. 1 of 13 January 2017 

 The US may soon reinstate retaliatory tariffs relating to a long-standing dispute on the EU’s 

measures concerning meat and meat products 

 The CJEU’s Advocate General determines that the EU-Singapore Free Trade Agreement has 

to be concluded jointly by the EU and the EU Member States 

 France starts a two-year trial of mandatory COOL – Should the EU take a harmonised 

approach on COOL? 

Issue No. 2 of 27 January 2017  

 The US initiates a WTO dispute with Canada concerning the retail sale of wine 

 The US files a WTO complaint concerning China’s administration of tariff rate quotas for 

certain agricultural products 

 Naming and marketing of plant-based meat substitutes – vegetarian ‘Schnitzel’ and vegan 

sausages? 

Issue No. 3 of 10 February 2017  

 Burdensome, but partly ineffective – Illegal seafood circumventing the EU’s IUU fishing rules 

underlines the need for stronger plurilateral and multilateral engagement 

 The US Food and Drug Administration issues its guidance on the non-proprietary naming of 

biological products 

 European Parliament’s ENVI Committee votes for restrictions of advertisements for HFSS 

foods aimed at children, including in social networks 

Issue No. 4 of 24 February 2017  

 The WTO Agreement on Trade Facilitation enters into force 

 A shift in global trade priorities – trade negotiations between the EU and Japan and between 

the EU and Mexico are to be accelerated 

 The complex regulation of maximum levels of acrylamide in food 
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Issue No. 5 of 10 March 2017 

 The WTO Appellate Body issues its Report in Russia – Pigs (EU), in part, adding to the 

discourse of ‘regionalisation’ 

 Reforming the EU’s Emission Trading System – the need for a delicate balance between 

environmental targets and competitiveness 

 Undermining the CETA? Canadian concerns about planned country of origin labels for pasta 

in Italy 

Issue No. 6 of 24 March 2017 

 Mexico files a request for WTO consultations on Costa Rica’s measures concerning the 

importation of fresh avocados 

 Brexit and the growing legal and economic uncertainties for all stakeholders, in particular in 

the agro-food sector 

 The European Commission report on labelling of alcoholic beverages invites the industry to 

submit a self-regulatory proposal 

Issue No. 7 of 7 April 2017 

 The WTO Dispute Settlement Body issues Panel Report in EU – Poultry Meat (China) dispute 

 The EU adopts new rules to regulate trade in ‘conflict minerals’ 

 Is the EU moving towards the labelling of added sugar? The EFSA is to provide an opinion on 

the intake of sugar added to food 

Issue No. 8 of 21 April 2017 

 The continued saga surrounding the importation of citrus fruit into the EU from South Africa 

 Australia and the EU conclude discussions on the scope of negotiations for a free trade 

agreement 

 Update on COOL: Italian draft decree on the mandatory indication of the address of the 

production facility; Compliance with Italian and French COOL measures 
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Issue No. 9 of 5 May 2017 

 A WTO arbitrator rules on the level of retaliatory measures that Mexico can pursue in US – 

Tuna II (Mexico) 

 Is the EU-Japan Free Trade Agreement soon to be concluded? 

 Fisheries, subsidies and the delicate task of ensuring sustainability and traceability while 

facilitating trade – An update on discussions within the UN and the WTO 

 France recommends to food business operators an additional form of presentation of the 

front-of-pack nutrition declaration 

Issue No. 10 of 19 May 2017 

 Recognition of sustainability in tariff nomenclatures: can it work? 

 A broad reading of EU competences – the CJEU’s unexpected take on the EU-Singapore Free 

Trade Agreement 

 The regulatory framework on plant protection products in the UK after Brexit 

Issue No. 11 of 2 June 2017 

 Important preferential access to the EU market and incentive for reform: Sri Lanka regains 

GSP+ beneficiary status 

 The European Commission takes action against the Comoros, Saint Vincent and the 

Grenadines and Liberia with respect to illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing 

 An update on nutrient profiles: advertising HFSS food to children and an open letter on 

nutrient profiles for nutrition and health claims 

Issue No. 12 of 16 June 2017 

 100 EU Geographical Indications will soon be protected in China, while Italian authorities 

investigate fraudulent production of protected Parma and San Daniele ham 

 The need for crop-based biofuels in the EU’s renewable energy framework 

 Court of Justice of the European Union: Commission did not err in not authorising health 

claims that encourage the consumption of sugar 
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Issue No. 13 of 30 June 2017 

 New US Forced Labour Import Ban 

 A draft feasibility study signals actions that the EU may take to address deforestation outside 

its borders, while proposed rules on accounting for the climate impact of forests within its 

border remain contentious 

 Court of Justice of the European Union: Purely plant-based products cannot be marketed as 

‘milk’, ‘butter’ or ‘cheese’ 

Issue No. 14 of 14 July 2017 

 Slowly moving forward in the choppy waters of the negotiations for a WTO agreement 

addressing fisheries subsidies 

 The EU and Japan reach an ‘agreement in principle’ on their Free Trade Agreement 

 Agreement on criteria for endocrine disruptors in the field of plant protection products in the 

EU 

Issue No. 15 of 28 July 2017 

 The future of Trade and Sustainable Development Chapters in the EU’s Free Trade 

Agreements – A Commission ‘non-paper’ fuels the debate 

 Time to split? How the EU should approach trade and investment in future agreements 

 Consequences of mandatory country of origin labelling (COOL) of food on the EU internal 

market 

Issue No. 16 of 8 September 2017 

 Issues appear to remain in Trinidad and Tobago’s fishing industry, but improvement efforts 

are ongoing 

 The protection of EU geographical indications in China – 8 EU Member States will pursue 

legal action against ‘counterfeit’ trademarks, while a US consortium objects to the EU-China 

GI Agreement 

 Italy adopts mandatory country of origin labelling for durum wheat pasta and rice and 

intends to adopt similar rules for tomato products – how cool is COOL in trade terms? 
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Issue No. 17 of 22 September 2017 

 Negotiations on a WTO agreement on fisheries subsidies continue to progress 

 The EU’s ‘trade package’ – EU trade policy takes centre stage in European Commission 

President Juncker’s State of the Union address 

 The debate on ‘dual quality’ branded food products – an initial legal analysis 

Issue No. 18 of 6 October 2017 

 A (bitter) sweet future? The EU abolishes its sugar production quotas 

 Finland approves insects for food use – but not all insect-based food. Food safety authority 

to publish guidance 

 Towards the regulation of voluntary precautionary allergen labelling in the EU? 

Issue No. 19 of 20 October 2017 

 'Brexit' visions - the UK looks into its trade and customs future 

 The European Parliament opposes the adoption of the proposed definition of endocrine 

disruptors in the field of plant protection products 

 EU Member States likely to vote soon on the renewal of glyphosate’s authorisation, while the 

European Parliament asks to phase it out 

Issue No. 20 of 3 November 2017 

 As impatience in Australia grows, the European Parliament calls on the Council of the EU to 

authorise the start of negotiations with Australia and New Zealand 

 The Court of Justice of the EU ruled that an international agreement on Geographical 

Indications (GIs) falls under the EU’s exclusive trade competence 

 A growing number of Front-of-Pack (FoP) nutrition labelling schemes underlines the need for 

global consistency 
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Issue No. 21 of 17 November 2017 

 Another WTO panel report in the US – Tuna II (Mexico) saga appears to bring this dispute 

closer to an end 

 Illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing in South East Asia and the need for concerted and 

coordinated efforts – Viet Nam receives a ‘yellow card’, while Thailand prepares for an EU 

delegation 

 Defining ‘vegan’ and ‘vegetarian’ food in the EU and ‘consumer preference claims’ at the 

international level 

Issue No. 22 of 1 December 2017 

 A more inclusive membership, but potentially limited outcomes? – A preview of the eleventh 

WTO Ministerial Conference in Buenos Aires 

 New organic farming rules in the EU: Current recognition of equivalence by control bodies for 

imports to be progressively shifted to a compliance regime 

 Insects as food and feed – with cricket bread on the market in Finland and insect protein 

allowed for aquaculture animals, the EU now targets 2019 to allow the use of insect protein 

in poultry feed 

Issue No. 23 of 15 December 2017 

 The EU and Japan conclude their negotiations for a Free Trade Agreement 

 Italy moves to support its agricultural producers through limiting rice imports into the EU and 

by extending country of origin labelling – a fine line between legitimate policies and 

protectionism 

 The European Parliament does not veto the authorisation of phosphate additives in ‘frozen 

vertical meat spits’, better known as ‘kebab’ meat – Call for harmonised labelling of 

phosphates in take-away foods 

 
 

 


