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Issue No. 1 of 14 January 2011 

 The US requests WTO consultations with China over subsidies on wind power equipment 

 The European Commission reports that complex SPS controls on imports of food need to be 

streamlined 

 The US raises concerns about China’s restrictions on rare earth exports 

 The US may have violated the GATS by raising visa fees 

Issue No. 2 of 28 January 2011  

 Progress in the Canada-EU free trade agreement negotiations 

 EU anti-dumping duties on footwear are set to expire by April 2011 

 Reinforced EU legislation in response to the serious incident of dioxin contamination of animal 

feed? 

 Breakthrough in the WTO negotiations for a wine/spirit GIs register 

Issue No. 3 of 11 February 2011  

 The EU Parliament’s INTA Committee approves the regulation implementing the bilateral safeguard 

clause of the EU-South Korea FTA 

 EU Member States may ban GM crops under arguable public order exception 

 EU Committee of the Regions recommends introducing a logo for local food 

 EU-Ukraine could sign Association Agreement in 2011 

Issue No. 4 of 25February 2011  

 US requests formation of a WTO panel regarding China’s treatment of US suppliers of electronic 

payment services 

 New EU rules on ‘comitology’ set to enter into force on 1 March 2011 
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 Update on the EU proposal for a Food Information Regulation – mandatory nutrition declaration 

and introduction of mandatory ‘defrosted’ designation 

 Canada requests the formation of a WTO panel regarding the EU’s ban on Canadian seal products 

Issue No. 5 of 10 March 2011 

 Brazil may initiate a WTO dispute regarding EU restrictions on poultry marketing regulations 

 The EU plans to establish a threshold for GM presence in imported animal feed 

 Trade concerns are affecting the possible adoption by the EU of a new novel foods regulation 

 China may take WTO action against the EU over telecoms subsidies 

Issue No. 6 of 24 March 2011 

 Call for sanctions against Faroe Islands and Iceland in the Mackerel dispute 

 Norway requests the establishment of a WTO panel regarding the EU’s ban on Norwegian seal 

products 

 The EU and Malaysia could conclude FTA negotiations by June 2012 

 Canadian compositional cheese standards upheld on appeal 

Issue No. 7 of 8 April 2011 

 The EU may place a ‘dirty fuel’ label on oil extracted from the Canadian oil sands 

 Conciliation on novel foods regulation fails, impeding the adoption of new EU rules for the approval 

of innovative foods 

 The WTO Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures recommends five actions regarding 

private sector standards for food safety and animal and plant health 

Issue No. 8 of 21 April 2011 

 Brazil’s proposed tobacco legislation under scrutiny at the most recent meeting of the WTO 

Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade 

 Environmental and socio-economic grounds cited as possible justification for EU Member States to 

ban or restrict GMO cultivation 

 The EU is set to impose for the first time countervailing duties on imports from China 

 The EU Commission publishes the Trade and Investment Barriers Report highlighting trade barriers 

faced by EU exporters in key trading partners 
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Issue No. 9 of 6 May 2011 

 The EU may initiate a WTO dispute settlement over Chinese export credits 

 Antigua and Barbuda may resort to WTO action in response to the US shutdown of three online 

gambling sites 

 Proposed review of EU agricultural quality policy opens new business opportunities 

 The EU may restrict access to its GSP scheme of tariff preferences 

Issue No. 10 of 20 May 2011 

 EU Parliament calls for new cloning regulations, which could affect many beef exporting countries 

 Warning labels for sweetener aspartame introduced in the EU Food Information Regulation 

 The EU Parliament has voted on an EU Commission draft regulation on transitional arrangements 

for BITs 

 The EU and Japan discuss the launch of FTA negotiations 

Issue No. 11 of 2 June 2011 

 Remaining ‘retaliatory’ duties in the EC – Hormones dispute lifted by the US 

 Report by EU Parliament foresees important changes to fruit juice proposal 

 Ukraine requests the establishment of a WTO panel regarding Moldova’s environmental charges 

 Three issues reportedly remain unresolved in EU – Ukraine FTA talks 

Issue No. 12 of 17 June 2011 

 Controversy over ‘plain packaging’ for cigarettes in the WTO TRIPs Council 

 EU yeast industry expresses concern over the EU Commission’s sugar policies 

 The WTO dispute settlement system is increasingly involved in disputes concerning subsidies 

granted to renewable energy industries 

 Important round of talks approaching in the Canada – EU FTA negotiations 

Issue No. 13 of 1 July 2011 

 The WTO Appellate Body upholds the panel’s ruling in Thailand – Cigarettes from the Philippines 

 The EU Commission introduces the ‘Trade Omnibus II’ proposal to reform trade policy decision-

making 
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 The EU Commission proposes substantial changes to the regulatory framework for dietetic foods 

 The EU and Indonesia will reportedly launch FTA talks in November 2011 

Issue No. 14 of 15 July 2011 

 Panel report issued in the WTO dispute on China - Measures Related to the Exportation of Various 

Raw Materials 

 New EU food labelling rules may force operators to amend most food product labels 

 The EU and Canada reach an agreement on equivalency of organic products 

 The WTO releases latest trade policy review of the EU 

Issue No. 15 of 29 July 2011 

 The WTO Appellate Body upholds the panel’s ruling in EC - Fasteners from China 

 The WTO Dispute Settlement Body establishes a panel to examine measures applied by Canada in 

its renewable energy sector 

 The EU adopts a ‘technical low level presence’ of non-approved GM material in imported feed 

 The EU Commission outlines challenges of the next decade in the area of food safety, including 

environmental sustainability of the food chain 

Issue No. 16 of 9 September 2011 

 Panel report issued in the WTO dispute US - Clove Cigarettes 

 Panel report issued in the WTO dispute Philippines - Taxes on Distilled Spirits 

 A recent FVO report has found that Turkish regulation on the control of pesticide residues is 

improving 

 The EU has requested WTO consultations with Canada regarding Ontario’s alleged renewable 

energy subsidies 

Issue No. 17 of 23 September 2011 

 Panel report issued in the WTO US – Tuna II (Mexico) dispute 

 Brazil initiates WTO talks on measures to mitigate currency exchange rates manipulations 

 Judgement of the Court of Justice clarifies which rules apply to EU Member States’ emergency 

measures concerning marketing authorisations for GMOs 

 The EU-list of permitted ‘generic’ (i.e., ‘Article 13’) health claims on food products will be 

established by the end of 2011 
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Issue No. 18 of 7 October 2011 

 Danish tax on saturated fat in some food comes into effect, within a trend in EU Member States to 

impose taxes on certain food categories 

 The EU Commission proposed higher ‘polluting values’ for tar sand fossil fuels under the EU Fuel 

Quality Directive 

 The negotiations for the revision of the GPA are close to a conclusion 

 EFSA completed its first opinions providing the scientific basis for the modernisation of meat 

inspection in the EU 

Issue No. 19 of 21 October 2011 

 The EU Council has authorised EU-wide investment protection negotiations with Canada, India and 

Singapore 

 WTO Members voice concerns about Brazil’s new tax regime on automobiles 

 France bans Bisphenol A in all food packaging material as of 2014 further to an EU-wide ban on 

infant feeding bottles containing Bisphenol A 

 Proposed amendments to the EU regime on bovine identification and voluntary labelling are 

notified to the WTO 

Issue No. 20 of 4 November 2011 

 The EU considers reforming ‘dual-use’ export authorisation regulations 

 Russia moves towards WTO accession 

 The EU still has not set maximum permitted levels of vitamins and minerals in food supplements 

 China criticised at the WTO for failing to open its financial services market 

Issue No. 21 of 18 November 2011 

 EU ethanol producers have requested that the EU Commission investigate US fuel ethanol subsidies 

 Peru ready to file a WTO complaint on Brazil’s canned sardines technical regulation 

 The EU Commission establishes lists of food additives which are permitted in the EU; however, new 

risk assessments are still to come 

 Japan raises concerns with respect to China’s export restrictions on rare earth elements 



6 

 

Issue No. 22 of 2 December 2011 

 Panel report issued in the WTO dispute US – COOL 

 Ferrero has been ordered by a German Court to change the nutrition labelling on Nutella as it is 

considered misleading 

 The EU Advocate General stated that programming language and computer program functionalities 

should not enjoy copyright protection 

 Turkey’s 0% tolerance threshold for imports of food and feed with traces of GMO content is raising 

concerns within the international business community 

Issue No. 23 of 16 December 2011 

 The EU may impose new restrictions on palm-oil based biofuels 

 The US Congress is set to consider extending the 54 USD cent tariff on imports of ethanol 

 

 The ECJ has clarified the conditions of the customs detention of goods from non-EU Member States 

allegedly infringing intellectual property rights 

 

 The EU Commission Standing Committee agrees on general function health claims, including 

proposed prohibition of about 2,000 claims 

 

 


